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The Wise Men and the Gift1 
Paul Ellis, December 2020 

 

Reader 1: A long time ago in a land far away, there was a wicked ruler called Herod. Herod liked to boss 

people around and build monuments to himself. Herod called himself the king of the Jews, but 

he wasn’t a true king. He wasn’t even Jewish.  

 

Reader 2: One day, some wise men from the east came to Herod and said: 

 

Reader 3: “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come 

to worship him.”  

 

Reader 1: When the fake king Herod heard the wise men, he freaked out. 

 

Reader 4: “Who is the new born king? Is this the Messiah we’ve been waiting for?” 

 

Reader 2: Herod gathered all the chief priests and asked them where the Messiah was to be born. They 

said: 

 

All: “The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophets.”  

 

Reader 1: King Herod gave instructions to the wise men. 

 

Reader 4: “Go to Bethlehem and search for the child. When you find him, bring me word, so that I too 

may come and worship him.”  

 

Reader 2: But it was a trick! Herod did not plan to worship the newborn king. He wanted to kill him. 

 

All: Booing noises. 

 

Reader 1: The wise men went to Bethlehem and the star they had been following came to rest over the 

place where the child was. The child, of course, was Jesus, the newborn king of the Jews. 

 

Reader 2: The wise men went inside and found Mary with the child. They fell down and worshiped him. 

Then, they opened their treasures and gave him extravagant gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh.  

 

All: Insert oohs and ahs. 

 

Reader 3: These were not the sort of gifts you would give to a baby, but this was no mere baby. This was 

Jesus, the king of the Jews and the Savior of the world. 

 

                                                      
1 From the series, “The Three Nights of Christmas,” website: www.escapetoreality.org/Christmas   

http://www.escapetoreality.org/Christmas
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Reader 1: After worshipping the newborn king, the wise men said goodbye to Mary and Joseph... 

 

All: “Goodbye, Mary and Joseph.” 

 

Reader 1: …before returning to their home in the east. They did not tell King Herod they had found the 

child, because they were wise men, not dumb men. When Herod heard about this, he was 

furious.  

 

Reader 4: “I’m furious! How will I know which baby to kill?” 

 

Reader 2: But Herod had a cunning plan. 

 

Reader 4: “I have a cunning plan. Send soldiers to Bethlehem and have them kill ALL the infant boys.” 

 

All: Booing noises. 

 

Reader 1: That night, an angel appeared to Joseph in dream. He said: 

 

Reader 3: “Get up! Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, for Herod is hunting the child, and 

plans to destroy him.” 

 

Reader 2: Joseph and Mary fled that very night taking baby Jesus with them. In Egypt, they lived in 

safety, far from the wicked king. 

 

Reader 1: Sometime later, the wicked king died, and the angel appeared to Joseph in another dream: 

 

Reader 3: “Herod is dead. The child is safe. Go home to Israel.” 

 

Reader 1: Joseph and Mary left Egypt and returned to Israel. They did not go home empty-handed, for 

they had the expensive gifts given to them by the wise men.  

 

Reader 2: These gifts reminded them of who their son really was. The gold reminded them that the infant 

Jesus was truly a king.  

 

Reader 3: The frankincense, which smelled like the incense burned at the temple, reminded him that he 

was the heaven-sent Son of God.  

 

Reader 2: And the myrrh, which is a kind of embalming oil rubbed on dead people, told them that one day 

Jesus would die.  

 

Reader 1: The gifts of the wise men held special meaning. They told Mary and Joseph that Jesus was the 

king sent from heaven to die for our sins. They showed that Jesus was the Savior sent to rescue 

us. 
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Reader 2: At Christmas time, we give each other gifts. Sometimes our gifts have a special meaning. A gift 

might say, “I love you,” or “Here is something you need.”  

 

Reader 1: The gifts we give at Christmas remind us of the wise men and their gifts, and they remind us of 

Jesus who is the greatest Gift of all.  

 

 

Optional reading: Matthew 2:1-23. 
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