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The Angel and the Dream1 
Paul Ellis, December 2020 

 

Reader 1: Mary, the mother of Jesus, was engaged to a man named Joseph. Like any girl about to 

be married, Mary was looking forward to her wedding. But all her dreams and plans 

were thrown out the window after she received an unexpected visitor.  

 

Reader 2: That visitor was an angel. 

 

All: Insert dramatic entrance music. 

 

Reader 3: “Greetings, O favored one. The Lord is with you!” 

 

Reader 1: Let’s set the scene. One moment Mary is quietly going about her business; the next 

minute a mighty angel from heaven is talking to her as though she was a queen. Can you 

imagine what was going through Mary’s head?  

 

Reader 4: “Who are you? What are you doing here? What do you want from me?” 

 

Reader 2: The angel’s name was Gabriel and he had been sent by God to deliver a very important 

message. 

 

Reader 3: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will 

conceive and bear a son, and you shall call him Jesus. He will be called the Son of the 

Most High. And the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will 

reign forever, and his kingdom will never end.”  

 

Reader 1: Wow! This was the Biggest News Mary had ever heard. She was going to have a baby, 

and not just any baby. This baby would be called the Son of God! Mary said to the 

angel:  

 

Reader 3: “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be done as you have said.” 

 

Reader 2: And just as the angel said, Mary became pregnant. She was excited, but Joseph her 

fiancé was not.  

 

Reader 4: “How can you be pregnant when we are not even married?”  

 

Reader 2: Joseph decided to cancel the wedding.  
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Reader 4: “That’s it. I’m going to cancel the wedding!” 

 

Reader 2: But as he was thinking about these things, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream. 

 

Reader 3: “Joseph, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for that which she has conceived 

is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call him Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.”  

 

Reader 2: When Joseph woke from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. 

 

Reader 4: “Mary, let’s get married!”  

 

Reader 1: After this, everything began to move fast for Mary and Joseph. Their wedding got 

pushed forward, all the arrangements had to be changed, and they had to start preparing 

for a baby. Just when things couldn’t get any busier, there came an important 

announcement from the emperor.  

 

All: Insert trumpet sounds such as might precede an announcement. 

 

Reader 3: “Everybody needs to return to their home town and be counted.” 

 

Reader 1: Oh, this was not good news. How could Mary travel all the way to Bethlehem when 

she was pregnant? But Mary and Joseph had no choice. They packed their clothes and 

set out for the long trip. 

 

Reader 2: When they got to Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to give birth. But since there was 

no room at the inn, Jesus was born in a stable with the animals. 

 

All: Insert the sounds of barnyard animals. 

 

Reader 2: After she gave birth to her son, Mary wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a 

feeding trough or manger.  

 

Reader 1: Christmas is a busy time for many people, and the first Christmas was very busy for 

Mary and Joseph. In no time at all they had a wedding, a big trip, and a baby. But 

imagine how things might have turned out if Mary and Joseph had said no to God. 

Imagine if they had said,  
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Reader 3: “I like my life the way it is. I’m not interested in God or Saviors or anything like that.” 

 

Reader 1: If they had said that, we would never had heard of them. 

 

Reader 2: Because Mary and Joseph said “Yes” to Jesus, they received the favour of heaven. 

They got to share in the greatest story ever told.  

 

Reader 4: Because they obeyed God, we have Christmas. 

 

Reader 1: Have you seen those nativity scenes that people display at Christmas? You know the 

ones – the little stable, the animals, and the baby Jesus lying in a manger. These remind 

us of how busy and messy things can get at this time of year.  

 

Reader 2: Babies shouldn’t be born in stables, and they certainly shouldn’t be put in mangers. 

But Jesus was because there was no place else to go. 

 

Reader 3: There was no room for baby Jesus, but when we make room for Jesus, we receive the 

favor of heaven.  

 

Reader 2: God wants to bless everyone, but sometimes we are too busy to be blessed. We leave 

no space for God. We put him outside in the stable. We wrap him up in a box called 

Christmas.  

 

Reader 1: But if we would just stop and listen to God, like Mary and Joseph, he will fill our lives 

with good things. Best of all, he will fill our hearts with Jesus, and that’s the true 

message of Christmas. 

 

 

Optional reading: Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 2:1-7 
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