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The Shepherds and the Promise1 

Paul Ellis, December 2020 

 

Reader 1: Christmas is coming! Christmas is that special time of the year when we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. Many people look forward to Christmas. But did you ever think about 

those who lived in the old days, before the first Christmas? Did you know that some of 

them looked forward to Christmas too? 

 

Reader 2: Long before the birth of Jesus, the prophets looked for a king who would come and 

save the world. The prophet Micah said this king would be born in the town of 

Bethlehem – and he was. Another prophet, Isaiah, said that he would come from the 

line of King David – and he did. Another prophet, Samuel, said his kingdom would last 

forever – and it will. 

 

Reader 3: Perhaps the best Christmas prophecy is the one given to Abraham. God promised 

Abraham that ALL the nations on earth would be blessed through his offspring. He was 

talking about Jesus, who is the promise sent from heaven to bless us. 

 

Reader 1: From the beginning, people were looking forward to the promised king who would be 

born in Bethlehem, the city of David. They waited hundreds of years, and then, finally, 

the waiting was over. 

 

Reader 2: On the night Jesus was born, some shepherds were watching their sheep.  

 

All: Insert sheep sounds 

 

Reader 2: Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared and the glory of God blazed around them. 

The shepherds were terrified.  

 

All: Insert frightened shepherd sounds. 

 

Reader 2: The angel said: 

 

Reader 4: “Fear not! I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 

the city of David a Savior has been born, who is Christ the Lord.” 

  

Reader 3: If you have ever wondered why people put angels on their Christmas trees, this is why. 

They are remembering the heavenly herald who announced the arrival of Jesus on that 

first Christmas night. 

                                                      
1 From the series, “The Three Nights of Christmas,” website: www.escapetoreality.org/Christmas   

http://www.escapetoreality.org/Christmas
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Reader 1: Can you imagine what it was like for those shepherds? They knew about the old 

prophets. They knew about the promised savior. Then an angel appeared and said,  

 

Reader 4: “The Savior you’ve been waiting for is here!” 

 

Reader 2: After the angel spoke, the sky filled with a large host of angels all praising God and 

saying: 

 

Reader 4: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace and good will to all!”  

 

Reader 2: After the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said,  

 

Reader 3: “Let us go to Bethlehem and see the newborn king.”  

 

Reader 2: They ran to the City of David and found the baby just as they had been told. Then they 

returned to their sheep, praising God. 

 

All: Insert sounds of happy shepherds praising God. 

 

Reader 1: The shepherds were there at the very first Christmas and here we are 2000 Christmases 

later. Do we hear what they heard? And will we see what they saw?  

 

Reader 3: The shepherds heard the good news, and tonight we are hearing it again:  

 

All: Jesus the Savior has come!  

 

Reader 1: At Christmas we hang decorations and sing carols like those angels. Those things are 

special because they point to Jesus who is the Promise from heaven. Because God is 

good and wants to bless us, Jesus is the Joy of the whole world. 

 

 

Optional reading: Luke 2:8-20 
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